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FOUR POLICE OFFICERS JAILED FOR DEATH OF MR. ALEXANDER JOHN RUNAN 
MONSON AT DIANI, KWALE COUNTY 
 
The Independent Policing Oversight Authority was established through an Act of Parliament 
in 2012 and on June 11, 2013, it admitted for investigation its first case. 

This inaugural investigation was prompted by the death of Mr. Alexander John Runan 
Monson, on May 19, 2012 at Palm Beach Hospital, hours after he was transferred there 
from Diani police station, where he had been detained overnight on suspicion of smoking 
cannabis sativa (bhang).  

On the basis of the findings of the investigation, the Authority in 2014 recommended to the 
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions that a public inquest be conducted to ascertain 
the persons responsible for the death. 

Consequently, the Magistrate’s Court in Mombasa ruled on June 23, 2018 that four police 
officers be prosecuted and therefore, the ODPP instituted a murder trial at the High Court. 

Yesterday, November 15, 2021, the High Court sitting in Mombasa commuted the murder 
charges to manslaughter and gave its verdict, imposing jail terms as follows: 

1. Sergeant Naftali Chege - 15 years with five years suspended  
2. Chief Inspector Charles Munyiri – 12 years with six years suspended 
3. Constable Ishmael Baraka Bulima – 9 years with five years suspended 
4. Constable John Pamba – 12 years with six years suspended 

“IPOA was formed with the objective of holding police accountable to the public and ensure 
that police strive for professionalism and discipline. In executing this mandate, the Authority 
is entrusted with various functions, including investigations. An investigation that establishes 
criminal culpability proceeds to prosecution, like this case. This should send a message that 
no matter how long it takes, all criminal actions must be brought to book.” 

IPOA remains independent, impartial and fair in all its investigations. 

 
ANNE MAKORI, EBS 
CHAIRPERSON. 

***END*** 
  



Notes: 
 
CONDITIONS AS TO THE USE OF FORCE AS PER NPS ACT AND SERVICE 
STANDING ORDERS 

• A police officer shall always attempt to use non-violent means first. 
• The force used shall be proportional to the objective to be achieved, the seriousness 

of the offence, and the resistance of the person against whom it is used. 
• When the use of force results in injuries the police officers present shall provide 

medical assistance immediately and unless there are good reasons, failing to do so 
shall be a criminal offence. 

• A police officer who uses any form of force shall immediately, report to his or her 
superior. 

• Any use of force that leads to death, serious injury and other grave consequences 
shall be reported immediately to the Independent Policing Oversight Authority. 

• It shall be a disciplinary offence for a police officer to fail to report in accordance with 
these regulations. 

• A Police officer in uniform shall at all times affix a nametag or identifiable Service 
number in a clearly visible part of the uniform. 

• Following the orders of a superior is no excuse for unlawful use of force. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For queries, please call 020 4906000 or email dennis.oketch@ipoa.go.ke 


